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e Projects promoting the involvement and participation 
of ethnocultural groups in intergroup and community- 
wide issues. 

© Leadership development in ethnocultural groups. 

e Programs, community conferences and other events 
promoting the sharing of ethnocultural heritages, 
values, perceptions and lifestyles. 

e Programs, community conferences and other events 
promoting inter-racial understanding and harmonious 
intergroup relations. 


The Multicultural History Project 


The Ministry of Culture and Recreation is sponsoring a 
Multicultural History Project, implemented by the 
Multicultural History Society of Ontario. The Branch 
is assisting in this project, which is funded by Wintario. 


The aim of the project is to collect and preserve written, 
oral and photographic archival and research material 
about ethnocultural groups in the province and to make 
it accessible to the public through the Archives of 
Ontario. The project will publicize the contributions of 
these groups and encourage publications in the field of 
ethnocultural studies. 


The Ministry Field Staff 


The Field Services Branch of the Ministry offers support 
for the development of cultural and recreational activi- 
ties at the regional and local level across the province. 
Field consultants work with the local organizations in 
all aspects of the Ministry’s areas of concern. In the 
multicultural development area, the field consultant will 
assist an agency or community group to define com- 
munity needs, identify local resources, plan programs 
and develop leadership, and also will provide infor- 
mation on Ministry programs. 


Grants 


Funds are available to assist community groups, volun- 
tary agencies, and institutions in the development and 
implementation of projects directly related to the objec- 
tives of the Branch. Enquiries and submissions for 
grants for local projects should be made through one of 
the Ministry of Culture and Recreation field offices 
listed hereafter. Enquiries and submissions for grants 
for province-wide projects should be made to the Multi- 
cultural Development Branch. 


In addition, Wintario capital and non-capital grants are 
available for specific activities. Futher information is 
available from Wintario projects officers at the local 
Ministry field office. 


Resource Materials 


Publications 

The following are available from Ministry field offices, 
from the Multicultural Development Branch or from 
the Ontario Government Bookstore, 880 Bay Street, 
Toronto: 


e Handbooks for discussion leaders, conference plan- 
ners and community group organizers. 


e Reports on intercultural seminars. 
e Articles on public participation in decision-making. 
e Directories of community groups. 


© Directories of resources and grants available to com- 
munity groups. 


Films and tapes 

A wide variety can be booked from the Ministry 
Resources Centre, through field offices, for use by 
adult study groups and other interested associations. 
Topics include: Various ethnocultural communities / 
Native peoples /Prejudice/ Cultural perceptions / 
Canadian identity/ Adjustment problems of immi- 
grants/Urban problems/Community development/ 
Cultural heritage. 


For Information or Assistance 


Should you wish a complete list of publications and 
audio-visual materials, further information on Ministry 
programs or assistance in your organization’s activities, 
please contact the nearest field office of the Ministry of 
Culture and Recreation. 


The Toronto Star 


The Toronto Star paid circulation 
Sor June was: Monday-Friday, 485,526, Saturday, 760,384 
Member of the Audit Bureau of Circulations 
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Racism is based on 


Racism is a reality in Metro today — a reality 
based on ignorance of the changed nature of Cana- 
dian society. 

According to Philippe LeBlanc, the recently ap- 
pointed director of the multicultural branch of the 
Ontario Ministry of Culture and Recreation, this 
ignorance can get us into trouble. 

On the street, in the subway, at the beach you 
can hear the kind of talk ignorance promotes. 

“You know their kind. Lots of garlic and 
babies.”’ 

“Their apartments are full of cockroaches. Their 
religion forbids killing any living thing so they won’t 
let the landlord fumigate.”’ 

Silly, inaccurate, distorted views of one’s neigh- 
bors. Harmless at times, but increasingly dangerous 
as Canada’s population becomes more and more a 
rich ethnic mix instead of a pale, homogenized same- 
ness. 


Canada has changed radically in the last 30 
years. We are no longer a predominantly Anglo- 
Saxon, English-speaking country. More than 70 eth- 
nic cultures make up our Canadian mosaic. And life 
in this country is all the better for it. Richer, more 
varied, interesting. 

But not everyone can handle this richness. For 
some people “difference” is threatening. Unfamiliar 
foods are smelly, darker skin colors frightening, non- 
Christian religions heathenish. For some, fear based 
on ignorance grows into bigotry. 

This is why LeBlanc and his staff are working 
hard to introduce Canadians to each other. 

In the last year the branch has conducted semi- 
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nars for teachers, policemen, hospital workers and 
municipal councilmen — occupational groups most 
frequently confronted with people of varied ethnic 
backgrounds. Almost 50 per cent of the children in 
Metro schools come from non-English speaking 
families. 

At these seminars North York Council has dis- 
covered that the growing number of East Indians liv- 
ing in the borough were not ‘strange people,’’ but 
university professors, school teachers, athletic 
coaches, security guards and storekeepers. Teachers 
learned that not all East Indians speak the same lan- 
guage and a child speaking Punjabi cannot explain 
things to another East Indian child speaking Hindi. 


Nurses found out that tidy, quiet hospitals, free of 
visitors, are depressing to patients from European 
countries accustomed to the lively bustle of a hospi- 
tal thronging with visiting papas, mammas, cousins 
and aunts carrying nursing babies. 
| In Toronto’s Riverdale area, neighbors visiting a 
Sikh temple found that it was not a place of mystery, 
but a recognizable place of prayer. 

Discrimination can be legislated against. An em- 
ployer can be prevented by law from refusing to hire 
members of ethnic minorities. Landlords who refuse 
to rent can be dealt with. But it is impossible to pass 
a law against ignorance. That requires education, 
‘contact and an open heart. 


Canadians havea unique opportunity, the chance 
to become one of the most diverse and interesting 
countries in the world. Only ignorance can stand in 
the way. 
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Ministry of Culture and Recreation 


Regional Field Offices 


Northwest Region 

435 James St. S. 

Box 5000 

Thunder Bay, P7C 5G6 
Phone 807-475-1255 


479 Government St. 
Box 3000 

Dryden, P8N 3B3 
Phone 807-223-2271 


Northeast Region 
215 Oak St. E. 
North Bay, P1B 1A2 
Phone 705-474-3821 


123 March St. 
Sault Ste. Marie, P6A 2Z5 
Phone 705-942-3751 


1760 Regent St. S. 
Sudbury, P3E 3Z8 
Phone 705-522-1416 


22 Wilcox St., 2nd Flr. 
Timmins, P4N 3K6 
Phone 705-267-7117 


Eastern Region 

1 Nicholas St., 11th Flr. 
Ottawa, KIN 7B7 
Phone 613-232-1116 


14 Bridge St. W. 
Belleville, K8N SBS 
Phone 613-968-3474 


1055 Princess St., Suite 204 


Kingston, K7L 5T3 
Phone 613-542-7349 


Central East Region 
863 Bay St., 2nd Fir. 
Toronto, M7A 2R9 

Phone 416-965-0283 


114 Worsley St. 
Barrie, L4M 1M1 
Phone 705-737-3301 


340 George St. N., 2nd Fir. 
Peterborough, K9H 7E8 
Phone 705-748-3711 


Central West Region 

1083 Barton St. E., 2nd Flr. 
Hamilton, L8L 3E2 

Phone 416-549-2471 


55 Erb St. E. 
Waterloo, N2J 4K8 
Phone 519-886-3520 


Southwest Region 

495 Richmond St., Sth Flr. 
London, N6A 5A9 

Phone 519-438-2947 


427 Tenth St. 
Hanover, N4N 1P8 
Phone 519-364-1626 


250 Windsor Ave., 6 th Fir. 


Windsor, N9A 6V9 
Phone 519-256-4919 


Hon. Robert Welch 


Ministry of Wulticultural on 
Minister 
~Culture and velopment Robert D. Johnston 
Recreation Branch Deputy Minister 
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